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THE VIRGINIA BAPTIST 
CHRONICLE. 
Crap. 2p. 

Containing the progress of the 
Baptists in Virginia, from the year 
1760, to the year 1776, when by 
the independence of the United 
States of America, the baptists 
were freed from the religious op- 
pression in Virginia. 

Sere. Isr. 
The progress of the General Baf- 
tists. 

We have mentioned in our first 
chapter, that the general baptist 
church in the Isle of Wight coun- 
ty was extinct befere the vear 

760. Wilham Sojourner who 
went from this church, laboured 
in North Carelina and raised a 
ehurch there about the year 1740. 
Paul Palmer and Joseph Parker, 


were probably the first fruits of 


his ministry ; thro’ their labours a 
number of Churches were formed, 
and several preachers raised yp. 
Some time previous to the vear 
1765, the Philadelphia Association 
sent two of their preachers Messrs. 
Randern and Miller, te travel and 


preach thro’ the sonthern colonies 
as Missionaries: and it 27> -<7s 
their 'abours «ere attended with « 
divine blessing ; providence (irect- 
ed them to the eastern section of 
North Carolina. 

«“ When they first came to this 
country(says the Kehukee historv) 
some of the members belonging to 
these churches, seemed to be a- 
fraid of them, as they were stiled 
by the mest of people ee 
but by the greater part of the chu 
ches they were cordially iieek: 
Their preachimge and conversation 
seemed to be” with power; the 
hearts of the people seemed @ be 
open, and a very ereat biessi 
seemed to attend their isbours.— 
Through their imstrumentalit? 
many people were awakened ; ma- 
ny af the members of these church- 
es were convinced of their errors: 
and were instructed im the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, some church~ 
es were erganized 2 new, and es. 
tablished wren the principles of 
the dectrimes of oraee. These 


churches thus ck cont ced, 
adepted the Bapust confkssndm@eg 
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Pouh published in London 1689, 
containing 32 arucies, and upon 
which the PAiladelhhia aud 
Charlestown Associations are 
founded. Phus by means of those 
ministers who visited the church- 
es, several © ere reformed, and the 
work of tefurmation progressed 
until the greater part ofthe church. 
es that had been eathered in North 
C irolina, both Ministers and mem- 

ers came wie Regulur Baptist 
lie r, Elder Palmer we believe 
died before the reformation took 
place; and Elder Joseph Parker, 
we cannot learn was ever convine- 
ed of his errors; or ‘receeded from 
them : but continued in his vay as 
before, and we cannot understand 
that he was very successfal.” It 
appears also that Rider Wivfteld, 
and Eider William Parker, with 
a few others, still adiiered to the 
Jreewill plan: but they were not 
successful. 

The churches thus reformed, 
entered mito an association com- 
pact about Gie year 1760; they 
first convened at Kehukee meet- 
ine house from ‘whence the asso- 
ciation took the pname of * ¢he 
Kehukee Association,’ what nume- 
ber of churches composed tuais 
ase ation at first, we caynot learn, 
the gum er of Ministers were ele- 
ven, aise of which had been bap- 
tized by ministers of the frecewill 
order, so that we may suppose | the 
number of churches not to exccel 
ten or twelve ; lney correspar aie | 
withthe Chari*sfaw pie ech 
ant were ter.nel Regular Bah- 
Lists. 

We cannot learn whether any 
church situate ia Virgiata, joined 
4 tne constitution of the KvAukee 
wi -socialion; it appears that there 
was oaly one church constituted 
in Vurginia, in the county of 
Yeiyccss Anna, previous to the 


formation of this association; ‘his 
church was constituted 1762, con- 
tuined 45 me.rbers, and was called 
by the name of Pungo, and was 
before her constitution eonsidered 
as a branch of Canibden church in 
North Carolina, 

‘he Ministers of the KeAukce 
Association being thus formed, and 
organized, they sallied forth in 
every direction ; several of them 
extended their labours into the 
ah Meni countries of Virginia, as 
high up as Petersburg ; they were 
powerfully aided by preacl.ers of 
the separate order, to wit: ZA/ijah 
Baker, James Dupuy, John King 
and others ; so that by the end of 
the year 1776, there were seven 
churches be ‘longing to the Kehu- 
kee Association, within the limits 
of Virginia, with 10 or 12 preach-~ 
ers and probably about 500 me:mn- 
bers. 

SEC. 2p. 

The progress of the Regular 
Baptists in the North Westerp 
counties of Virginias 

About the year 1769, two men 
living on Broad ruth, in the county 
of lauquier, had, without any 
public preaching, became convinc- 
ed ot the reality of vital religion, 
and that they were destitute of it, 
Wrought upon by such convic- 
tions, and hearing of the bantists 
ln Frederic K, tl acy travelled thither, 

distance of sixty miles, to hear 
them. When they arrived and 
zard the rospel, it proved a sweet 
savor of life. T hey returned home 3, 
God built them up by his spirit, 
and in a short time they made a 
second visit to Frederick, offered 
ain eXpericnce of grace to the 
church, and were baptized. ‘The 
Rev. David Thomas from Penn- 
sylvania had come to Frederick 


— 


ona ministerial visit ; here he pro- 
two me.—= 


videntiglly met these 
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They invited him to go down to 
Fauquier and preach, and he ac- 
cepted the f{nvitation. These 
things to the eve of mere reason 
look like contingencies; but by 
the eye of faith, they are plainly 
viewed as the contrivance of infi- 
nite wisdom, and executed by an 
infa'lible, tho’ invisible hand. 

Mr. Thomas laboured awhile at 
Broad run and in the adjacent 
neighbornoods and seeing that an 
effectual door was opened for his 
future usefulness, he resolved to 
become a resident among them. 
Thus setded, he did not confine 
his labours to a narrow circle, no, 
with unremiting zeal and unweari- 
ed diligence he travelled thro’ all 
the surrounding country, lifting 
up his voice as one having autho- 
rity, commanding all men every 
where to repent ; he was indeed, 
and in truth a burning, and a shin- 
ing licht. There were few such 
men in the world as David Tho- 
mas was at that time. Having by 
nature a strong and vigorous mind; 
he had devoted his attention with 
diligence to the acquirement of a 
el\ssical and refined education ; in 
this, few, if any of his cotempora- 
ries succeeded better ; he graduat- 
ed at an early period. Besides 
the endowments of his mind, he 
had a melodious piercing voice, 
pathetic addresses, expressive ac- 
tion, and above all, a heart filled 
with the love of God, and sympa- 
thy for his fellow men, whom he 
saw overwheimed in sin and mise- 
ry. God bade him speak on, and 
much people believed thro’ him.’”* 

The people in that section of 
Virginia, in which Mr. Thomas 
began his evangelical career, and 
indeed throughout the whole co- 
lony, were, for the greater part, 
ee a 


* Semples Hist. pages 291, 292, 


erossly ignorant of the power of 
vital religion. The established 
clerey of the Church of Fing'tand, 
had had the peaceable possessions 
of the religious afirs of colony 
for upwards of an hundred years. 
The children were baptized, or, 
sprinkled in a state of infancy, and 
taught to believe that, in it they 
were made members of christ, 
children of God, and inheritors of 
the kingdom of Heaven. Theser- 
vice of the church was exhibited 
in a kind of solemnity, which car- 
ried with it a certain degree of ce- 
remonial pemp ; the sermons were 
for the most part good moral dis- 
courses, committed to writing, and 
read from the pulpit. As the peo- 
ple were taught, so the greater 
part of them believed, * that being 
regenerated in baptism, nothing 
more was lacking, than to liye a 
regular, and moral life.’’+ 


Under such circumstances, it ig 
not to be wondered at, that, the 
preaching of Mr. Thomas should 
excite the curiosity of the people 
far, and near. The novel manner 
in which he carried on worship 
was wondered, “ see ! (said they) 
he prays and preaches without e 
book ; he insists that we must be 
born again, and that we should 
know the time and place; and 
then forsooth, we must be plung- 
ed under the water, to wash away 
our sins : How can these things be? 
Some mocked, some derided,some 
Paised lics, and propagated false re- 
ports ; some said he was a wolf 
in sheeps clothing, and one of the 
false Prophets that was to come 
into the world, who crept inte 
houses, and led captive silly wo- 
men. Some said he was a good 


+ See the book ofcommon prayer of 
the Church of England—Order of bap . 
tism of infants, and Catechism. 
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: | ij es ; 
i man; but others said 
Pili he decciveth the people. 


nay, but 


David was a good man, and the 
Lord was with him. He did not 


aie regard what the people said, he 
aE went on preaching the word faith- 
fe in: fully, and many people turned to 
the Lord. He had wisclv foresecn 


that a storm would eather. and 
had early applied to the general 





Tat Court, and obtained a license to 
. rf preach at certain places: The 
sf ne people understanding that he had 
ait a license, supposed that it was un- 
7 limited, therefore, he escaped any 
mS legal persecution. 
at 4 It is worthy of remark, that 
Sth some time previous to the coming 
of Mr. Thomas to Fauquier, ma- 


ny persons had been led to a seri- 
ous consideration of their sinful 
state, without any preaching¢; these 
would go sometines thirty or forty 


d 
. miles to hear Mr. Thomas preach, 
aid and invite him to come and preach 
= | in their neighborhoods; by these 
: means the gospel was preached in 
: various parts. Amongst the en- 


quirers was Mr. Allen Wyley,a 
resident of Culpepper. He had 
been brought to the knowledge of 
the truth, and not Knowing of any 
spiritual teacher, he had some- 
times gathered his neighbours, 
and exhorted them to repentance. 
He and some of his neighbours 
travelled to Fauquier to hear Mr. 
Thomas, as soon as he heard him, 
he kne » the joyful sound, submit- 
ted to baptism, and invited him to 
preach at his house; he came; 
but the opposition of the wicked 
mob was so prreat that he could 
not preach. Ile went into the 
county of Orange and preached 
several times to much purpose : 
his Jabours were blessed. But 
having urgent calls, to preach the 
gospel in various places, and be- 





— . 
here, he cul not aticnd as often ds 
was desired. It was on this ac- 
count, that Mr. Wryley went to 
Pittsyivania for Mr. Harris. 

Broad run Church was constitu. 
ted early inthe year 1766; and the 
same vearon the 19th of August, 
the on'y four churches in the nor. 
thern neck of Virginia, met by 
their delegates at Ketocton creck 
in Loudon county, where they 
were organized in an association, 
called by the name of the Ketoc- 
ton association; which was the 
first baptist association in Virgi- 
vinia, and was composed of 4 or 3 
ministers, 4 churches and proba- 
blv fell short of 400 membars. 


The indefatigable Thomas; 
sometimes assisted by the aid of 
Elder Garrard, and sometimes a- 
lone, continued his labours with 
unremitting diligence, which were 
crowned with a success far exceed- 
ing his most sanguine expecta- 
tions. New churches were con- 
stituted, and new labourers were 
thrust out into the harvest. One 
of the first of these was Richard 
Mayor, he was baptized in New 
Jersey ; and removing to Loudon; 
was called te the ministry rather 
in the decline of life, but coming 
in as it were at the eleventh hour, 
he laboured more abundantly, and 
was the happy instrument of turn- 
ing inany to righteousness, and of 
planting several churches in a 
short time; he was truly a work- 
man who nceded not to be asham- 
ed. 


:lder Thomas had also the hap- 
piness of planting a number of 
Churches, but also of raising up 
several ministerial sons, namely 
Daniel and William, Fristoe, Jes 
remiah Moor and several others, 
who having caught the spirit and 
zeal of their father, sallied forth 


a5 dd ‘ ing much opposed and threatened in every direction, and planted the 
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Redcemer’s standard in the strong 
holds of Satan. Thus, the work 
of God progressed ; till in the year 
1776 the Ketocton Association, 
just ten years after her first organ- 
ization, increased frem four minis- 
ters to fourteen or fifteen, and 
from four churches to above 20, 
centaining about 1400 members. 
( Lo be continued ) 





THE BIBLE. 

The hand of culture cannot be 
more distinctly traced upon the 
face of wild and desert nature, 
than the effect of the Bible upon 
the moral condition of man. Look 
ata man wrtheutit! Look, sir, at 
those immertal republics, the glo- 
ry and perfection of the pagan 
world. What were morals there? 


Morals, where the most i of 


exactors suffers me to stevl and 
commends me if I cover a theft 
with falsehoods ‘ Where the high- 
est public authority tells me, if 
my child be feeble or deformed, 
to bring it to the public officer, 
that it may be destroyed? Where 
another instructor allows me to 
murder my mother, when she is 
old ¢ and another permits me te 
marry my daughter or my sister ! 
And another intorms me it is a 
Virtue to become my own de- 
stroye r? 


‘rom morals, do we turn to re- 


Ligion’ The darkness deepens : 
I ask these same masters of rea- 


son, what I must worship? And 
one tells me to worship the sun 
and moon; another sends me to 
deified men and heroes. One 
builds me an altar to winds and 
stones, and another to famine and 
pestilence. In short, deities mul- 
tiply at every step, and take new 
forms at every turn, unul, at 
length, they start from every 
ough, and swarm in every pool ; 
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and I am bowed down to ‘logs and 
serpents, apes, and crecodile S, 
birds. and four-looted beasts, and 
creeping things. I ask sem, 
once more, how [ must worship ? 
And a priestess of Diana brings 
me a naked bey, and binding the 
lite trembler to the altar, puts a 
scourge into my hand, and tells 
me to whip him to death! The 
Druid brings me a bundle of reeds, 
and encloses within a fellow-man, 
made ip my own image—he takes 
the scourge from my hand, and 
supplies its place with a torch 
Another points me to Moloch, 
sculptured in brass, and surround. 
ed with flames, and asks me to 
take the babe from my bosom, and 
lay it within those outstretched 
and flery arms. 

Such, sir, after all the boasts of 
infidels, and all the charitable 
hopes of weak and mistaken Chris- 
tians, was the pagan worla. a 
has itchanged ‘ What then mea 
that infant’s shriek, as it its ihep- 
ped by a mother’s hand, into the 
gaping jaws of that often-fed, and 
almost tamed, alligator ¢ What 
means that column et smoke; that 
horrid din of drums and brazen 
cymbals ; that heart-appailing pile, 
where life ls interlocked and 
wedded with putrid death ! where 
outrayed nature strug: _ S, dnesty up 
braids in vain ’ What mean aoe 
moving mountain of all gee 
things; that misshapen abomina- 
tion upon its top; and 2- 
niac-worshippers, crushed bene 
the slow-moving wheels be! 
Does this appear like savin 
Are these proofs that the 
not needed No, sir; I turn my 
eyes in vain over the wide-spread- 
ing waste—from the mysteries of 
the Edda, beneath the pole, to the 
mysteries of the Vedus, beneath 
the line ; from tre attenuated x- 
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finement of Athens, to the gross- 
est barbarism of the Tartar desert; 
from the utmost Thule to the 
Jndus and the Ganges, there is 
neither knowledge of God, prac- 
ice of holiness, or hope ef heaven. 
it is one vast Zahara, where nei- 
ther raindrops fall, nor dew ex- 
hales, nor gentle herb, nor fra- 
grant flower lifts its head. And, 
oh! Mr. President, when we re- 
fiect how appalling a proportion 
this moral desert bears to the lit- 
tle verdant spot around Siloam’s 
well; can we want either feelings 
of gratitude for our distinguished 
blessings, or motives of exertions 
to dispense them toothers? True, 
indeed, the sending forth of the 
Bible does not secure, as a conse- 
quence, the salvation of those who 
receive it. But, sir, does not the 
whole history of the Bible cause, 
dses not the whole history of the 
world demonstrate, that where 
that Bible gocs, some men are 
always its happy converts? Can 
you point me,sir, to a single land, 
in all the world, that possesses 
Bibles, where there are no believ- 
ers? Sending,then,the Bible, is, 
upon a broad and general ca!culas 
tion, and according to all the 
known analogies of Frovidence, 
sending salvation. And is this a 
thought, that can go through a 
Christian’s bosom, without elfect ? 
No, sir, it is hke the eleciric 
siream. Ifthis is to be the issue; 
if, inthe judgment. we are to meet 
from our frontiers, from the depths 
of the forest, from every district of 
this wide continent, men, l1mmor- 
tal men, saved by the Bible we 
have sent them, what toil is ardu- 
os,or what sacrifice can be count- 
ed great ? But, where is the toil, 
andwhat is the sacrifice‘ I bec- 
cold instead nothing but pleasures; 
rely, it is a pleasure, thus t 
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meet. surrounded by all that is 
venerable, and a!} that is lovely, to 
witness the triumphs of a heaven- 
born charity, and to aid them with 
our prayers. Certainly it is a 
pleasure, to contribute to this fund 
of the heathen’s hope, to cast into 
this treasury of pity and love ; and, 
sure I am, it is no less a pleasure, 
to be the almoner of a beneficence 
so truly divine ; to enter the hut 
of cheerless poverty ; to visit the 
comely pallet of dejection and wo; 
and. like Jesus, who sends us, to 
bear to the hyunts of guilt and 
misery, the peaceful message of 
the skies. All this, sir, is plea- 
sure, and pleasure only. Ii any 
thing deserves the name of labour, 
it falls upon these who have, with 
so much assiduity and faithfulness, 
watched over the concerns of this 
growing instiiution, and counsel- 
led, with so much wisdom, for the 
sacred interests af the Bible cause. 
Let thein accept the tribute of a 
grateful country; and, wiie they 
pursue their high and holy task, 
let them lift up their eyes to that 
day, which is approaching. when, 
from the rock on which the p1- 
erims landed, to the farthermost 
promontory on the shores of the 
Pacific, from the Pole to the Isth- 
mus, and from the Isthmus to 
Cape Horn, this book of God shall 
have extended its pure hght over 
the greatest, and the happiest land, 
that morning ever visits, or spring 
adorns. 





From the Columbian Star. 
SELECTED BY THEOPHILUS. 

“ God is Love,” | John, iv. 8. 
Vhe Lord hath shown that He 
is love, in his dealing with sn ul 
men, by his patience and preyi- 
dential bounty. Could we possi- 
biy witness ali the crimes of every 
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vations, which are perpetrated in 
j ondon, or any other large city, 
curing a single day; could we 
sce the mali; enity of every sin, and 
conceive of them all as committed 
against ws, by persons on whom 
we had conferred the greatest fa- 
vours ; and did we possess the un- 
resirained power of executing ven- 
geance; I am persuaded our pa- 
tience would be weaned out be- 
fore evening. But the Lord, 
once, sees all the sins committed in 
the whole world, together with the 
desperate wickedness of the hu- 
man heart; he abhors, with unal- 
tcrable and infinite hatred, every 
kind and degree of unholiness ; 
he is able, at any moment, to pun- 
ish sinners with irresistible ven- 
geance; he could suStain no less, 
if he destroyed all the workers of 
iniquity; and he might do it con- 
sistently with most perfect Justice. 
Yet he bears with the rebellions of 
mankind from age to age; he en- 
dures the provocatiens of guilty 
lands, during the course of revolv- 
«ng centuries, while their pre- 
sumptuous ingratitude continually 
increases ; he prolongs the lives of 
individuals to fifty, sixty, seventy 
or eighty years, while they defy 
his justice, ridicule his works and 
word, or persecute to death his 
‘inoffensive worshippers! 

This is a very affecting illustra- 
tion of the subject, and a convinc- 
ing proof that “ God is Love 
‘* It is of the Lord’s mercies that 
we are not consumed :” and be- 
sides the value of a reprieve to a 
condemned criminal, several of us 
are under unspeakable obligations 
to the long suffering of our God; 
as he spared us during many years 
when we lived in unrepented sin, 
that he might, at length, make us 
partakers of his great salvation.— 


But, as if exemption from misery 


were 2 stnail matter. the Lord ¢: 
fers on sinful men an exuberon 
of temporal comforts and bem 
Trom year to year he fills 
earth with his riches : summer an: 
winter, nr time and harvest c 
not fail: things most necessary to 
the life of nian are most plenti':]- 
ly bestowed ; but tae revolv ¢g 
seasons bring us a constant s‘'c- 
cession of valuable preductions. to 
regale us with an agreeable var: 
ty of indulgence: and though we 
too commonly abuse this ae y 
to the dishonour of the Giver, evc- 
ry sense is liberally gratified with 
its properobyect. The Lord holc- 
eth our souls in life : his arm pro- 
tects us, and his providence Watch- 
es over us; while perhaps we 
proudly refuse to supplicate his 
favour, or ungratefully neglect to 
acknowlege his mercy. He ¢ 
fends us from sickness, or hc 
our infirmities; he corrects wit); 
gentleness, and seems in has‘e 
to relieve our distresses : he so-re- 
times shows us the danger, that 
our deliverance may be th e more 
affecting ; but more epee he 
spares us the alarms, thouvgh he 
knows this will render us less a‘- 
tentive to his kindness. In these, 
and various similar instances. “the 
Lord is loving unto every man :”’ 
‘* He makeih his sun to rise cna 
the evil and on the good, and geid- 
eth rain on the just wis on the 
unjust ” ; 

“ Oh that men would there 
praise the Lord for his goodnes 
and for his wonderful works t 
children of men.” There, how 
ver, are subordinate prools, t 
God is Love; and the apostl , 
not so much as stop to notice them; 


but with a beautiful abrupiness 


we Fy 


hastened to select the grand illus- 
tration and demonstration of his 
doctrine : “In this was manilest 
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éd the love of God towards us, be- 
cause that God sent his only be- 
gotten Son into the world, that we 
right hve through him. Herein 
was love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the prepitiation for 
our sins.” The Lord’s purpose 
of pardoning sinners and advanc- 
ing thea to a higher degree of 
glory and felicity than that from 
which they had fallen, is not con- 
sidered as the grand proof that 
God is Love; though the know- 
ledge of him and of ourselves will 
convince us, that it is too vast for 
our capacities, and exceeds all 
computation: but the means of 
our recovery and reconciliation 
are represented as exhibiting a 
sull more astonishing illustration 
of the subject. Could the bless- 
ings designed for us have been 
honourably conferred by an act of 
sovereignty, without the interven- 
tion of a Mediator and an atoning 
sacrifice, as a prince pardons and 
then prefers a man who has been 
guilty of treason. the obligation 
would have been immense. But 
it appears, that this was impossi- 
ble, because the Lord carnot deny 
himse:f, or act inconsistently with 
his own periections. 

When, therefore, the honour of 
his iaw and justice seeined to place 
an insurmountable barrier to the 
ex rcise of his pardoning mercy ; 
when he could have glorified him- 
seii im the destruction of our re- 
gciuu0US race, and in erecting 
worcs repienished with nobler 
Ju.eDilanis: that he should form 
an@accomplish tle plan of saving 
us by the incurnation and suffer- 
ing Of 4s Only-begotten Soa, was 


Ii os. Stupendous mercy. ‘bhat 
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Tebellion against him; that he 


should both purpose the design of 
reconciling the world to himself 
by the interposition ef a Surety; 
and, when the whole creation 
could not supply any being, whose 
dignity, love, and power, were 
adequate to the arduous and gra- 
clous undertaking ; that he should 
so love the world, as to give his 
Only, his well-beloved Son, to as- 
Sume the nature and become the 
brother of apostate man, that he 
might be his Redeemer, by a life 
of suffering obedience, and an ago- 
nizing death upon the cross! In 
this, says the apostle, is Love ! It 
is the grandest display, that ever 
was or ever will be made of God 
as Love. Itexcecdsand swallows 
up all the thoughts of men; and 
even of angels, who desire to look 
down into these things with un- 
ceasing admiration and rapturous 
delight. Let it also be carefully 
observed, that the centre of these 
adorable wonders of divine mercy, 
is not fixed in the circumstance ot 
Christ, as incarnate, dying on the 
cross for sinners ; but in the izcar- 
naticn of the only begotten Son ot 
God, that he might thus suffer and 
die for them! 

We now thevefore consider the 
Saviour as come into the world ; 
his name Immanuel, God with us; 
his hunittiation, obedience and suf- 
fering accomplished. We next 
contemplate him rising from the 
grave, ascending to heaven, and, 
by our nature, appearing in the 
presence of God tor us, as our 
idigh Vriest and advocate; cxalt- 
cd to the medcjatorial throne, re- 
Guirlug over ali creatures, and 
nHossessed of all power and fulness, 
of every sinner 
Wi.w COlLCS lo God by iim. 
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From Dr. Price to the Cor. Sec. 
dated Rangoon, Jug. 24, 1822. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 

Just on the eve of setting out 
for Ava, I sit down to give the 
Board, through you, a short 
sketch of the dealings of God 
| with us since Llast wrote. 

July 12.—T lett the ship which 
contained my only remaining 
earthly comfort, and with a 
heavy heart set out on my re- 
turn to Rangoon. Every ob- 
ject on the river, viewed so 
laiely in so different a situa 
tion,— tended to increase my 
depression, On my way tothe 
gmission house the dreary pros 
pect now before me was paint 
ed in the most glowing colours ; 
and nothing but the love of pe- 
rishing souls, and the desire of 
building up the kingdom of the 
Redeemer, could have made 
this dreary waste at all desira- 
ble. But blessed, for ever 
blessed, be the God of all grace 
and consolation, for the pre- 
sent help afforded in this as 


well as in every other time of 


need. [| had scarcely arrived, 
and taken a brief survey of my 
now solitary mansion, when [ 
was informed that an order lad 
arrived trom the king for me 
to come immediately to Ava.— 
Free toleration, threugh the 
favour of government, is an end 
so desirable in this country, 
that we all feel the importance 
of the present opportunity as 
an opening of Providence to 
obtain this end, and we prepare 
With much satisfaction to obey 
the summons. My thouglts 
being now turned into another 


channe}, instead of grieving at 
the afflictions I have stistained, 
I feel most thankful that things 
have been so ordered that I 
can proceed on this arduous 
mission Without any earthly 
care. 

July 20.—Mr. Stockdale, on 
mercantile business, arrives 
with an order from the king to 
bring the American doctor with 
him, when he returns, wi.ich 
he says will be in about six 
weeks. “This order be obtain- 
ed through favour, that we 
might not be hurried in our set- 
ting off. as we should have been 
by the fermer order. 

August 7.—We presented a 
petition to the governor to be 
furnished with a boat and men 
to proceed to Ava. He gave 
no definite answer, but intimat- 
ed that we should be previded 
for. 

On our coming out of the 
government house we found 
every body looking at a great 
vulture who was resting his 
filthy carcase on the spire over 
the governor’s golden appurte- 
nances. This was viewed asa 
certain omen of destruction to 
his earthly glory—and all ex- 
plained, he will surely die.— 
This event must shortly take 
place, at any rate, fer he ts 65 
years old, and has scarcely left 
Lis bed for two weeks. 

August 11.—A man of high 
rarvk arrives in a royal boat to 
bring me without delay into 
the presence of the king. 

‘August 12.—Mr. Judson and 
mysclt were called to the Yong- 
dan, (or king’s court) and in- 
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formed of the arrival of the 
boat. We were questioned as 
ty America; its situation, its 
distance, and bearing from 
england, its number of inhabi- 
tants, the time of my leaving, 
the length of the voyage, the 
captain’s names, the diseases I 
cured. &c. &c. all of which 
were immediately put down for 
tiie King’s inspection. | 

fugust 20.—Vhe governor 
died, and our going is delayed. 

4ucrst 25.—Qure things are 
all put on beard the king’s 
boat, and in a day or two we 
exnect to set out. 





From Dh. Price to the Cor. Sec. 

dated Ava, Oct. 1, 1822. 
MY LEAR BROTHER, 

It has pleased the Great Ru- 
Jor of the skies, to bring us into 
the immediate presence of the 
Lingof Burmah. Just one year 
{rom my reaching Bengal I 
“as introduced into the pa- 
jace of the great) emperor, 
that I must make his capital 
ry place of residence. This 
rs an event for which we have 
jcnged and prayed—as calcu- 
buted to give stability to the 
riission. In a land Jike this, 
“ere all are respected accord 
gto the notice bestowed on 


tiem by the king. Whether 
cur enxious antictpations will 
’ 


ereabzcd, is known only to 
trim on whose business we 
ime. and who, we trust, has 
nt us l ither for good Our 
» ception was very gratifving. 
sie More obliged to submit to 
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val, a royal order was iss, 
for our immediate introduct, 
As we entered, with the im, 
tience of a despotic prince, 
called to know which was; 
doctor. We were taken i, 
an open court, and seated oy 
bamboo floor, about ten { 
from the chair of the monar 
‘«¢ They are from the west, 
eontinent,” was the first 
mark—after which our gre 
man delivered his account 
us. We were then interrog 
ed, asto my skill in curing ey 
cntting out wens, setting 5 
ken arms and legs,—besi¢ 
many other things to which om 
skill did not extend. Our 
dicines were then called fe 
and all my stock inspected. 
The surgical cases were mug 
admired, fter looking 
mine, the king sent for h 
own ; one case of which bei 
unlike mine, he immediate! 
gave it into my hands to us¢ 
This I considered as equivale 
to fixing me here for life. Afte 
my galvanic pile had amuse 
the king and his courtiers {fo 
an hour, we were dism'ssed 
with an order to Jook out § 
place we liked, and he woul 
build a house forus. An ordef 
was also given to look up all 
the diseased people, and hav 
my decision on them. 
The king is a man iain 
stature, very straight—step 
with a naturat air of superior: 
ty, but has not the least appear 
ance of it in conversation. On 
the contrary, he is always plea- 
sant and erood hamoured, so fat 
as J have yet seen him. He 
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wears a red finely striped silk 
cloth from his waist to his 
knees, and a blue and white 
handkerchief on his head. He 
has apparently the good of his 
people, as well as the glory of 
his kingdom, at heart ; and is 
encouraging foreign merchants 
and especially artizans, to set- 
tle in his capital. A watch- 
maker, at this moment, could 
obtain any fivour he should 
please to ask. The same might 
be vouched for a chair-maker 
or cabinct maker, &c. as the 
king has courage and wisdom 
enough to prefer foreign manu- 
factures when he sees their 
superiority to hisown. On the 
subject of religion, he appears, 
iike all his people, devoted to 
his idols. Bat he has never 
yet persecuted for religion's 
sake! QO that he might yet be 
brought to know and love the 
supreme GOD! Seventeen mil- 
lions of people, mad on their 
idols, demand the active syinpa 
thy ef a Christian people. 
REMARKS ON THE PARABLE OF 
THE UNJUST STEWARD. 
‘The Lord commended the 
unjust steward, because he had 
cone wisely.” The injustice 
of his expedient was glaring, 
but the policy of it was admira- 
ble; and his conduct in this 
particular was proposed by 
Christ, to his professed disci- 
ples, as worthy of their imita- 
tion: and indeed the conduct 
of worldly men, * in their ge 
neration,”? may commonly sug 
gest useful instruction and re- 
proof to the children of light in 
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Parable of the unjust Steward. 8S 
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their most important parsai 
The steward. percenving that 
his trast was expiring. and dis. 
tress about to seize on him, 
formed a plan, at his lord's ex. 
pense, to secure to himself a 
maintenance, when deprived of 
other resourees. W c h ave all 
wasted ovr Lord’s goods, and 
ceath will speedily deprive us 
cf our stewardship; and if we 
die under the condemnation 
Which we have merited, the 
doom of the rich man, Mention- 
ed in the subsequent part of 
the chapter, will be ours. But 
we live under a cispensatic mn of 
ye ercy through our divine Me. 
Ciator 3 in whom, when we be- 
lieve, we «* are freely justified 
by faith,’ made «the rightes 
ousness of God in him,” and 
‘« heirs according to the hope 
rable life.” This justify- 
ne faith, however, Is an active 
co. he izle, and influence pro- 
portionably our whole conduct. 
When we first believe the tes 
timeony of God concerning the 
wrath to come, and the refuge 
provided for us 3 faith princi- 
pally works by fear. desire, and 
hipe. When our views become 
more distinct, and we possess 
an habitual confidence that 
‘6 Jesus bath delivered trom the 
wrath to come, by bearing our 
sins in his own body on the 
tree; faith principally “works 
by love 3°? by admiration of the 
excellencies of Christ; long- 
ings after near and intimate 
fellowship with him ; gratitude 
for iexp sressible obligations re- 
ceived trom him 3 seal for his 
glory ; love of his cause anc 
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people; and a cordial desire 
that all around us, and all men 
every Where, WF it: might be, 
should know, love, honour. and 
be blessed in him and = his sal- 
vation. ‘Phe same principle of 
living faith overcomes the 
vorid and purities the heart ; 
and when ambition, avarice, 
sensuality, maiiguant and sel- 
fish affecittons, are crucified, 
aad the fears of reproach, con- 
tempt, and persecution are o- 
vercome, through our « ¢lory- 
ing in the cross of Christ. by 
Wim the world ts ceucified to 
us,and we to the world 2? then 
we are provortionahly brought 
under the constraining influ. 
ence of ftove to Him, «= who 
died for us and rose again,”? 
and induced to imitate him, 
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that which he seemeth to have.* 
This indeed will in no sense be 
the reward of any merit in our 
obedience: Yet it will not only 
evidence our faith to be living, 
but it will ascertain the pro- 
portion of our future felicity ; 
for the Lord loves and recem- 
penses the fruits of his own 
Spirit; every vessel of mercy 
will certainly be full, but ail 
will not be found equally ca- 
pacious ; the exercise of holy 
affection conduces greatly to 
the increase of them 3 and libe- 

ral love, above all other things, 
ee and enlarges the heart. 

With these observatious be- 
fore us, let us examine the 
scripture in question—** The 
mammon of unrighteousness” 
denotes those riches, in the 
getiing, hoarding, and spend- 
beg of which, so much iniquily 
iscommitted, thatungodly men 
seem to worship a cruel idol, 
While piety, trath, integrity, 
and meres, their own. bedies 
anc: souls, yea their children 
and relatives, as well as their 


nebehbours, are laid as bleed- 


ing sacrifices on. the altar of 
eammmoan. Let Hy the use of 
these very riches (Ww! hich as the 
creatures of God are good in 
themselves) pwotessed Chris- 
tians are exhorted « to make 
themseives triends 3° in -alla- 
sign to the steward’s bavine 
pba bean sell iriends Ly (lis- 
posing of his master’s proeper- 
ty 3 forthal portion cf a man’s 
rea th. whieh tram love to 
Ckeist is os . on Works oF 
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olies the wants of the saints. and 
excites them to praise Ged, but 
it also reminds them to pray 
for their benefactors in cerdial 
love, Which Is one of the most 
cesirable proofs of true friend. 
ships* and as many yersens of 
this description, after baving 
received the most impertant 


good, through the liberality of 


their brethren, may go beiore 
them to glory : so we may con 
ceive of them as standing ready 
to welcome their benefactors 
into everlasting 


earthly resources fail them. 


Let us fix our thoughts on 
some of those distinguished 
few, Whose liberal love to man, 
for Christ's sake, persevered 
in for a long course of years, 
among other acts of beneficence 
sent the word of life to tens of 


thousands whom they never 


saw. and were thus instrumen- 
tal to the salvation of numbers. 
May we not imagine that we 
see the spirits of those righte 

ous persons, to whom the libe- 
rality of such a believer was 
life from the dead, waiting the 
moment of their benefactor’s 
dissolution, and his last expir- 
ing groans, to welcome him in- 
to everlasting habitations, with 
shouts of triumphant joy, and 
fervent thanksgiving, whilst 
they see him receive a full re 

ward of «> his work of faith amd 
labour of love, and patience of 
hope in the Lord Jesus ???— 
ss Nor can a more ecstatic rap- 
turous feeling be conceived, 


eae *eee 
.* 


* 92 Cor. ix. 10—1)5. 


yr mansions, 
when flesh and heart. and all 


thanthat which must thrill thro?’ 
every soulon such an occasion 3 
except we think of the believer 
beholding, face to face. that 
transcercantly greater Bene- 
factor, Whe hath loved him and 
washed him from his sins in 
his own blood. 

Sut turn the glass, and be- 
hold a professor of the gospel, 
who, 'ossessing wealth. hath 
spent if in ostentation and lux. 
urs. or hoarded it in covetous- 
ness. saying to the poor disci- 
ples of Christ. «+» Depart ta 
peace, be ye warmed or cloth- 
ed.?? Conceive of this man, 
when turned eut of his steward- 
ship—what an awful reverse! 
The abuse of his talents proves 
that his faith was dead. his 
hope presumption. and his pro- 
fession hypocrisy. Christ’s de- 
serted cause. his neglected dis- 


‘ciples, and his violated com- 


mandinents. concur to prove 
that he loved the manmon of 
unrighteousness more than the 
Saviour of the world: that he 
resembled Judas or Ananias. 
more than any other of the pri- 
mitive professors of the gospel 5 
and that he copied the injustice, 
but not the wisdom, of the stew. 
ard in the parable. 

But few of Christ’s disciples 
are rich: theretore he adds, 
+ He that is faithful in that 
which is least. is faithful also 
in much.’ Faithfulness in a 
Christian, who considers him- 
self as a steward, implies a 
practical conviction that be is 
bound by every tie. but most by 
that of love and gratituce, to 


employ his talent according te 
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the will of his Lord, as far as 
he Knows it. Un proportion as 
aman acts from this principle. 
and by this rule, he meets with 
a gracious recompense for the 
meanest services: The wi- 
dow'’s two mites, expressing 
her fervent love, are as accent- 
able as the most cost!y oblations 
bestowed from an equal mea- 
sure of the same love, and far 
beyond such as spring from 
another source. And as all we 
possess is the Lord’s, we rob 
him when we employ it contra- 
ry to his will; and this injus- 
tice inthe use of a little. shows 
th same bad state of the heart 
a> when great affluence is thus 
a: sed. Nothing we have of 
thi. world is properly our own, 
or giv nas exclusively for our 
ower rake; nothing of this kind 
cay make us truly rich or hap- 
py : but grace is our own, and 
terminading in glory constitutes 
the true riches, unalic cable and 
sufficient for our 
felicity. Now on hat crounds 
can we suppose that we part ake 
of the zerace of Gad. or shall at 
length be admitted into the 
mansions of the blessed : if we 
do not find our hearts disposed 
to improve our talents to the 
glory of God and the benefit of 
mankind, from faith in Christ 
and leve to his name, cause, and 
people ?—In short, we may ei- 
ther serve God or Mammon, 
but we cannot serve both.— 
Every justified believer aims to 
serve God in the use of his 
worldiy substance, be it more 
er less ; every servanto! Mam- 
moo aims at some worid)y ad- 
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vantage, even by his profession 
ef the gospel, and hits duties. 
Thos the character of believers 
and unbelievers may be distin- 
guished, and according to this 
distinction will be the recume 
pense of every individual. 
PARABLE OF THE UN. 
JUST STEWARD. 

We have received a commue 
nication from ** Theophilus pri- 
mus,’ containing several com 
ments on the interpretation of 
this parable by Dr. Scott, 
Which we pulished in our last 
paper, at the request of a valu- 
ed friend. Our correspondent 
ohjects to the views of Dr. 
Scott, and presents his own 
iWeas of the import of the para. 
ble, We are. however. con- 
straincd to think, that neither 
Dr. Scott nor himself has en- 
tered folly into its true spirit. 

We regard the parable as 
merely avery striking ilustra- 
tion, employed by our Saviour 
toinculcate the important les- 
sonon the minds of his disci- 
ples, that (in the words of Mr. 
Ltenury) they should ¢ be as di- 
ligent and industriovs to em- 
ploy their riches in acts of pic- 
ty and charity, in order to pro- 
mote their future and eternal 
welfare, as worldly men are in 
laying them out to the greatest 
temporal profit, in making to 
themselves friends with them, 
anc securing their secular in- 
terests.”’ , 

We are pleased in being able 
to forti y our own epinion by 
‘hal of a friend, “nh accurate 
biblical critic, Whose Come 




















The Parable of the unjust Steward.— Renivais. C3 
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a 
ments are in snbstance as fol- 
BioWS ;: 

+The first parable in the six- 
teenth chapter of Luke, it will 
be recollected, was addressed 
by our Lord to his disciples.— 
The object is manifest—to urge 
upon them the using of their 
earthly goods with a wise refer- 
ence to the feture world. 

«The u ust or unfaithful 
steward is presented very much 
as the unjust judge is in ano- 
ther parable, (Luke xviil.) not 
as an example of what ought to 
be, but as affording to our Lord 
an eccasion «f arguing from 
the less to the greater, and ex- 
hibiting in the strongest possi- 
ble light, the point he would il- 
justrate. 

Phe word lord, in the eighth 
yerse. means, not Christ, but 
the master of the steward, as in 
the third verse. That this is 
the fact is evident from the 
whole connexion 

‘+ Mammon isan untranslated 
Syriac word, meaning riches.— 
The expression, mammon of 
unrighteousness, or unrighte- 
ous mamimon (v.9-1 1) isased ina 
con'radistinction fro the frue 
or elernal riches. ‘The mean- 
ing of it, therefore, in this pa- 
rable, is simply temporal riches. 

* Phe unfaithful steward is 
introduced as providing or his 
Suture safety. and being com 
mended for it by his master. 

+ ‘Thus did and thus fared a 
man of the world. And our 
Lord proceeds to remark, that 
such persons are mere attentive 
to their tempeoral interest, than 
religious men commonly are to 


their eternal interests. Even 
the wicked steward, with the 
goods which he had, made him- 
self friends. Whatthen might 
be expected from the disciples 
of the Holy Messiah! The 
steward provided for his being 
kindly received by frail men, 
a few years, into houses on 
earth. How much more tm- 


portant to secure the assuran:e 


of being welcomed by sucha 
power, as can receive into e- 
verlasting habitations—that is, 
by their Lord himself. 

‘s Instead of the singular 
number, the plural, 4iends (v. 
9.) is used, in reference to the 
phraseology in the parabie.— 
The steward made to himself 
friends. In the application, it 
was natural for our Saviour to 
say,make to yourselves friends; 
and the connexion ‘yas such 
that his meaning could not ea- 
sily be mistaken. For who but 
the great Lord iimself, could 
be able to admit into eternal 
mansions ? His discipis 
elsewhere taught, tha sate 
ver they do, they sheuld de as 
to the Lord; and that indoirg 
a kindness to one 
do it to Him.*’ 

Salt Creek ( Baptist’ churc!, 
seven miles east of Zanesville, 
Ohio, * which had almost lost 
her visibility,’® bas experienc- 
eda revival which commenced 
last spring, 20 have been bap- 
tized, and 10 joined by letter. 


of his, they 


About 80 members have been 
added to the seventh day Bap- 
tist church in Hopkinscn, R. GL 
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MN T'rom the Christian Observer. 
H MORNING STAR. 
ik Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
1 Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid; 
| Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
Pl Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
: Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining ¢ 
{ Low lies his bed with the beasts of the stall; 
Angels adore Him in slumber reclining, 
ie Maker, and Monarch, and Saviour of all. 
' Say. shall we yield Him, in costiv devotion, 


: Ocours of Eden, and offerings divine; 

, Gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean, 
Myrrh from the forests, and gold from the mine ! 
-ainiy we offer each ample oblation, 

ainly with eold would his favour secure ; 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 

] 


-cr to God are the prayers of the poor. 


Rev htest and best of the sons of the morning, 

I>. +» on our darkness, and lend us thine aid : 

Sars the east, the horizen adorning, 

iu. o where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

magia Spon 
From Montgomery’s Songs of Zion. 
‘ PSALM XXIY. 
' 1: vy vovr hears, re rates, and wide 
Your et erlastine doors display ; 
Ye once! guards. like flames civide, 


And give the King of Glory way. 


Who is the Kine of Glory ? He 
The Lord Omnipotent to save, 
Wo hose own? rertyt arm in victory 
Led captive death, and spei’d the grave, 
‘A 


' ? 
] 
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up your heads, ve rates, and high 
,OoOUT verlastine portals heave; 


Weicome the King of Glory nigh ; 
Tiium let the heaven of heavens receive. 


Who is the King of Glory '—Who ! 
‘The Lord of hosts ;—hbehold his name 

The kingdom, power, and honor due, 
Vield him, ye saints, with glad acclaim? 








